
 

 
Getting Ready for School 

 

You are your child's most important teacher ʹ research shows that parents have the 
biggest influence on their child's learning, both before they go to school and once they are 
at school.  Engaging with your child's school and being involved in their learning will give 
them the best start to their many years at school.  
 

Lots of research and feedback from teachers tells us that making sure children have good 
language skills is one of the most useful things we can do to make sure they are ready for 
school.  The main way that children are taught in school is through spoken word, so it is 
important that children can understand what is being said to them and that they can let 
others know what they want, need and feel.   
      

 
 

Attention and Listening 
 

Listening с Learning! 
HaǀiŶg gŽŽd aƚƚeŶƚiŽŶ aŶd liƐƚeŶiŶg ƐkillƐ iƐ ƌeallǇ imƉŽƌƚaŶƚ fŽƌ beiŶg ƌeadǇ ƚŽ leaƌŶ iŶ 
ƐchŽŽl͘  Haǀe ƐŽme quiet times dƵƌiŶg ƚhe daǇ ǁheŶ ǇŽƵ caŶ ƉlaǇ ǁiƚh ǇŽƵƌ child͘ If ǇŽƵ aƌe 
ŶŽƚ ǁaƚchiŶg ƚhe TV, turn it off͊ ThiƐ ǁill ƌedƵce backgƌŽƵŶd ŶŽiƐe aŶd allŽǁ ǇŽƵƌ child ƚŽ 
ƚƵŶe iŶƚŽ ǇŽƵƌ ǁŽƌdƐ͘ 
 
TŽ helƉ ǇŽƵƌ child deǀelŽƉ ƚheiƌ aƚƚeŶƚiŽŶ aŶd liƐƚeŶiŶg ƐkillƐ ƚhƌŽƵgh fƵŶ gameƐ aŶd 
acƚiǀiƚieƐ ǇŽƵ caŶ ƉlaǇ͗ 

x MƵƐical bƵmƉƐͬƐƚaƚƵeƐ 
x Shake aŶd ƐƚŽƉͬƌeadǇ ƐƚeadǇ gŽ 
x SimŽŶ SaǇƐ 

 
 

Speech 
say words clearly

Single words then 
sentences

Understanding

Play & Interaction           Gesture & Babble

Attention & Looking                       Listening & Hearing



 

Vocabulary 
 

BeiŶg a gŽŽd cŽmmƵŶicaƚŽƌ helƉƐ childƌeŶ leaƌŶ iŶ ƐchŽŽl͕ deǀelŽƉ ƚheiƌ ƌeadiŶg aŶd ǁƌiƚiŶg 
ƐkillƐ͕ make fƌieŶdƐ͕ aŶd eŶjŽǇ life ƚŽ ƚhe fƵll͊ 
 
TŽ helƉ ǇŽƵƌ child ƵŶdeƌƐƚaŶd aŶd ƵƐe mŽƌe ǁŽƌdƐ ǇŽƵ caŶ͗ 

x Talk ƚŽ ƚhem abŽƵƚ ǁhaƚ ǇŽƵͬƚheǇ aƌe dŽiŶg aŶd name the things ƚheǇ aƌe 
ƐeeiŶgͬdŽiŶg 

x Link words together͖ leƚƚiŶg ƚhem kŶŽǁ ƚhaƚ ƚheǇ aƌe all Ɖaƌƚ Žf a gƌŽƵƉ͕ ƐƵch aƐ͖ 
bŽdǇ ƉaƌƚƐ͕ aŶimalƐ͕ clŽƚheƐ͕ ƚŽǇƐ͕ fƵƌŶiƚƵƌe eƚc͘ 

x Repeat͕ repeat͕ repeat͘  ChildƌeŶ haǀe ƚŽ heaƌ ǁŽƌdƐ lŽƚƐ Žf ƚimeƐ ƚŽ ƵŶdeƌƐƚaŶd 
ǁhaƚ ƚheǇ meaŶ aŶd ƚheŶ ƚŽ ƵƐe ƚhem͘   

 

Phonics 
 

PhŽŶicƐ iƐ hŽǁ ƐchŽŽlƐ ƚeach childƌeŶ ƚŽ ƌead͕ ǁƌiƚe aŶd ƐƉell ǁŽƌdƐ͘ TŽ Ɛƚaƌƚ ǁiƚh childƌeŶ 
aƌe iŶƚƌŽdƵced ƚŽ leƚƚeƌ ƐŽƵŶdƐ͘   

TŽ helƉ ǇŽƵƌ child geƚ ƌeadǇ fŽƌ ƉhŽŶicƐ ǇŽƵ caŶ͗ 
x PlaǇ ƚhe aƚƚeŶƚiŽŶ aŶd liƐƚeŶiŶg gameƐ ƐƵggeƐƚed eaƌlieƌ 
x PlaǇ ƌhǇmiŶg gameƐ 
x SiŶg ŶƵƌƐeƌǇ ƌhǇmeƐ  

 

Reading Stories 

                         
To share books with your child you can: 

x Read aŶǇƚime aŶd aŶǇǁheƌe͊ 
x ShaƌiŶg bŽŽkƐ iƐ a ǁŽŶdeƌfƵl ǁaǇ ƚŽ deǀelŽƉ ǁŽƌdƐ aŶd cŽmmƵŶicaƚiŽŶ 
x BƌiŶg a ƐƚŽƌǇ ƚŽ life ƵƐiŶg ƉƌŽƉƐ aŶd eǆaggeƌaƚed ǀŽice 
x Take eǀeƌǇ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶiƚǇ ƚŽ Ɛhaƌe bŽŽkƐ ǁiƚh ǇŽƵƌ child iŶclƵdiŶg ƉlaǇ ƚime͕ ƐiƚƚiŶg 

ŽŶ ƚhe ƐŽfa ƚŽgeƚheƌ͕  bedƚime 
x TƌǇ aŶd iŶƚƌŽdƵce a bedƚime ƌŽƵƚiŶe ǁhich iŶclƵdeƐ a bedƚime ƐƚŽƌǇ eǀeƌǇ Ŷighƚ Ͳ 

jƵƐƚ fiǀe miŶƵƚeƐ a daǇ caŶ make a big diffeƌeŶce 



 

 
 
Nursery Rhymes 
 
NƵƌƐeƌǇ ƌhǇmeƐ aƌe aŶ eƐƐeŶƚial Ɖaƌƚ Žf developing good language aŶd ƵlƚimaƚelǇ good 
readingͬwriting skills͘ TheǇ helƉ ƚŽ develop attention aŶd listening ƐkillƐ.  TheǇ make 
ƉlaǇiŶg ǁiƚh ƐŽƵŶdƐ aŶd acƚiŽŶƐ ƐŽciable aŶd fun ǁhich aƌe imƉŽƌƚaŶƚ laŶgƵage ƐkillƐ.  
ChildƌeŶ leaƌŶ lŽƚƐ abŽƵƚ ǀŽice͕ ƌhǇƚhm͕ ƐƉeech ƐŽƵŶdƐ aŶd ǁŽƌdƐ fƌŽm ƚhe ƌeƉeƚiƚiǀe 
fŽƌmaƚ Žf ŶƵƌƐeƌǇ ƌhǇmeƐ͘  
 
TŽ eŶjŽǇ ƐiŶgiŶg ŶƵƌƐeƌǇ ƌhǇmeƐ ǁiƚh ǇŽƵƌ child ǇŽƵ caŶ͗  

x SiŶg ƐŽŶgƐ ǇŽƵ kŶŽǁ ǁell͕ eƐƉeciallǇ ƚhŽƐe ǁiƚh acƚiŽŶƐ 
x FŽcƵƐ ŽŶ ŽŶlǇ ŽŶe Žƌ ƚǁŽ faǀŽƵƌiƚe ƌhǇmeƐ aƚ a ƚime ʹ children enjoy the 

repetition 
x TƌǇ ƚŽ be aƚ ƚhe Ɛame leǀel aƐ ƚhe child͕ Ζface to faceΖ Žƌ Ζside by sideΖ ƐŽ ƚhaƚ ǇŽƵƌ 

child caŶ Ɛee ǇŽƵƌ face aŶd acƚiŽŶƐ 
x Pause part ǁaǇ ƚhƌŽƵgh ƚŽ giǀe ƚhe child ƚhe ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶiƚǇ ƚŽ ƚake ƚhe lead ʹ ƚheǇ 

maǇ dŽ aŶ acƚiŽŶ͕ make a ƐŽƵŶd͕ Žƌ fill iŶ ƚhe ǁŽƌdƐ 
x Rhyme iƐ aŶ imƉŽƌƚaŶƚ ƐƚeƉ ƚŽ leaƌŶiŶg ƚŽ ƌead becaƵƐe ƚhe child ƐƚaƌƚƐ ƚŽ ƚhiŶk 

abŽƵƚ ƚhe Ɛounds of words and not just the meaning 
x SiŶg ƚŽgeƚheƌ ǁiƚh ǇŽƵƌ child͗ iŶ ƚhe baƚh͕ aƚ ƚhe ƚable͕ ƐiƚƚiŶg ŽŶ ƚhe ƐŽfa͕ iŶ ƚhe 

caƌͬbƵƐ͕ aŶǇǁheƌe͊ 
 
Mark Making 
 
 

 



 

 
To encourage your child to explore mark making: 

x IŶ ƚhe begiŶŶiŶg͕ maƌk makiŶg iƐ mŽƌe abŽƵƚ mŽƚiǀaƚiŽŶ ƚhaŶ abiliƚǇ aŶd ǁe ǁaŶƚ 
ƚŽ ƐhŽǁ childƌeŶ ƚhaƚ ǁƌiƚiŶg iƐ fƵŶ͊ 

x ValƵe aŶd eŶcŽƵƌage all ƚhe effŽƌƚƐ ƚhe child iƐ makiŶg iŶ makiŶg maƌkƐ͕ ƚŽ 
iŶcƌeaƐe ƚheiƌ cŽŶfideŶƚ aŶd ƐelfͲeƐƚeem 

x Giǀe childƌeŶ ƚhe ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶiƚieƐ ƚŽ make maƌkƐ iŶ ƚhe ǁaǇ ƚhaƚ iŶƚeƌeƐƚƐ ƚhem 
x YŽƵƌ child ǁill deǀelŽƉ ƚheiƌ fiŶgeƌ ƐƚƌeŶgƚh ƚhƌŽƵgh Žƚheƌ gameƐ ƚŽŽ͖ like legŽ Žƌ 

ƉlaǇdŽƵgh͕ ƐŽ dŽŶ͛ƚ ǁŽƌƌǇ if ƚheǇ dŽŶ͛ƚ like dƌaǁiŶgͬƉaiŶƚiŶg  
 
Independence and routine 
 
GŽiŶg ƚŽ ƐchŽŽl iƐ ǇŽƵƌ child͛Ɛ fiƌƐƚ big ƐƚeƉ ƚŽ beiŶg iŶdeƉeŶdeŶƚ͘  BeiŶg able ƚŽ dŽ ƚhiŶgƐ fŽƌ 
ƚhemƐelǀeƐ makeƐ childƌeŶ feel ƉƌŽƵd aŶd cŽŶfideŶƚ͘  Iƚ ǁill helƉ ƚhem aƚ ƐchŽŽl if ƚheǇ caŶ 
dŽ ƚheƐe ƚhiŶgƐ ŽŶ ƚheiƌ ŽǁŶ͖  

x DƌeƐƐiŶg ʹ geƚƚiŶg chaŶged fŽƌ P͘ E͘ 
x MealƐ ʹ all KSϭ childƌeŶ aƌe eligible fŽƌ a fƌee ƐchŽŽl meal͕ if ƚheǇ caŶ ƵƐe a kŶife 

aŶd fŽƌk ŽŶ ƚheiƌ ŽǁŶ ƚhiƐ ǁill make ƚhem mŽƌe cŽŶfideŶƚ 
x TŽileƚiŶg  

 
A gŽŽd bedƚime ƌŽƵƚiŶe͕ ƉleŶƚǇ Žf ƐleeƉ aŶd a healƚhǇ bƌeakfaƐƚ ǁill make ƐƵƌe ǇŽƵƌ child iƐ 
ƌeadǇ fŽƌ a bƵƐǇ daǇ aƚ ƐchŽŽl͘  Geƚ ƚhem ƵƐed ƚŽ ƚhiƐ befŽƌe SeƉƚembeƌ 
 
What can you do now? 
 

x PlaǇ ƐŽme Žf ƚhe aƚƚeŶƚiŽŶ aŶd liƐƚeŶiŶg gameƐ ǁiƚh ǇŽƵƌ child 
x Shaƌe bŽŽkƐ ƚŽgeƚheƌ 
x Geƚ a gŽŽd bedƚime ƌŽƵƚiŶe aŶd a healƚhǇ bƌeakfaƐƚ eǀeƌǇ daǇ 
x EŶcŽƵƌage iŶdeƉeŶdeŶce͖ ƚŽileƚiŶg͕ dƌeƐƐiŶg aŶd feediŶg 
x EŶjŽǇ maƌk makiŶg acƚiǀiƚieƐ 
x SiŶg ŶƵƌƐeƌǇ ƌhǇmeƐ ƚŽgeƚheƌ  

x Talk to your child about what youͬthey are doing 
 
 

PaUenWV haYe Whe biggeVW impacW 
RQ childUeQ'V leaUQiQg. The Za\ \RX 
Walk, pla\, Ving VongV aQd VhaUe 
bookV ZiWh \RXU child caQ make a 
Ueal diffeUeQce WR hRZ Whe\ deYelop 
aQd leaUn in Vchool. 

  


